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57 ABSTRACT

An idler assembly is disclosed for a shovel having a flexible
track assembly. In an embodiment, the idler assembly com-
prises an idler gear operatively associated with the track
assembly; a sleeve; a shaft, sets of splines on the shaft and on
the sleeve sized for engagement, and connectors at ends of the
shaft; at least one bearing block forming a bore therethrough;
at least one bushing liner disposed within at least one bearing
block; and at least one retaining device for constraining the
shaft from withdrawal from the bearing block. A method for
retrofitting a shovel with an existing idler assembly is dis-
closed. In an embodiment, the method comprises positioning

}’;‘gz’ggg i N é;}gﬁ Eeal etal oo 138005//912421 at least one bushing liner within a bore of at least one bearing
1990.806 A /1935 \;;trss;?e{;ﬁ """"""""" ’ block; attaching an idler shaft and an idler gear together; and
2807339 A *  3/1958 Zunich ... R 384/418 positioning the idler shaft within the at least one bushing liner.
3,580,345 A * 5/1971 Brownetal. .... 180/9.1
3,773,393 A * 11/1973 Storyetal. ....ccccoeeeeee 305/119 11 Claims, 14 Drawing Sheets
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